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Strategy and Resources Committee - 4 October 2021
NORTH DEVON COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of Strategy and Resources Committee held at Barum Room Brynsworthy on Monday, 4th October, 2021 at 10.00 am
PRESENT:

Members:
Councillor Worden (Chair)
Councillors Knight, Lane, Lofthouse, Patrinos, Pearson, Prowse and
L. Spear
Officers:
Chief Executive, Director of Resources and Deputy Chief Executive,
Solicitor and Data Protection Officer, Parking Manager and
Sustainability and Climate Officer
Also Present:
Councillors Jenkins, D. Spear and Tucker

67.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Wilkinson and Yabsley.
68.

TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE
MEETING HELD ON 6 SEPTEMBER 2021 (ATTACHED).

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2021 (circulated
previously) be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
69.

ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD WHICH IN THE OPINION OF THE
CHAIR SHOULD BE CONSIDERED BY THE MEETING AS A
MATTER OF URGENCY.
(a) Consultation on Changes to Link Services in North Devon

Councillor Worden encouraged Members of the Committee to respond to Devon
County Council’s consultation on changes to the Link Services in North Devon if they
had not done so already.
(b) Informal Briefing
He requested that Group Leaders remain behind following the conclusion of the
formal Committee meeting.
70.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS.
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There were no declarations of interest received.
71.

REVIEW OF OVERSIZED VEHICLE PARKING

The Committee considered a report by the Parking Manager (circulated previously)
regarding a review of oversized vehicle parking.
The Director of Resources and Deputy Chief Executive highlighted the following:

















A review had been undertaken following a notice of motion presented to
Council on 26 September 2018 by Councillor Tucker requesting officers to
look at the issue of enforcing larger vehicles overhanging bays and whether
there was a justification in an increase of the number of oversized bays or the
relining of all existing car parks to accommodate.
The Parking Manager had reviewed the data over the past 2 years following
work that had been commenced by the previous Parking Manager.
The occupancy of all car parks across Barnstaple, Ilfracombe and South
Molton had been and continued to be currently very high especially in light of
increased visitor numbers to the area through a much longer seasonal period.
This trend was expected to continue.
A schedule of planned works and maintenance that required immediate
attention had been discussed by the Parking Manager and Property
Maintenance Officer in September 2021. This had identified a need for some
oversized bay parking in a small number of Council car parks but was not
considered a high priority at this time. It was not viable to add larger bays in
all NDC car parks as there was not capacity for this.
These planned works needed to be undertaken in a pragmatic manner.
An analysis of penalty charge notices issued between January 2018 and
September 2021 had been carried out. The data had shown that a small
percentage of all penalty charge notices issued were for not parking correctly
within the markings of a bay or space.
The current data showed that there was not a significant enough issue to
justify the cost of relining all parking bays. Doing so throughout all car parks
would result in losing a substantial amount of car parking. An example being
Ilfracombe where this would exacerbate the issues already present due to
demand exceeding supply in these car parks.
Provision for oversized vehicles in towns within the North Devon District area
already existed. Larger bays were currently offered at Barnstaple – Bear
Street, North Walk and Seven Brethren Lorry/Van Park Ilfracombe –
Brookdale and Hillsborough South Molton – South Molton Central and Lorry
Park.
There was a need to improve signage to advise of the larger bays available in
those car parks.
A number of new projects being delivered involved the provision of car
parking and with the early involvement with the Parking, Property and
Technical teams could provide opportunities to identify potential areas for
larger parking bays and needed to be considered as part of the wider
strategy.
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In response to questions, the Director of Resources and Deputy Chief Executive and
Parking Manager advised the following:





The Civil Enforcement Officers advised car park users of any potential
contraventions in the first instance with a “warning” notice, followed by a
penalty charge notice if the vehicle was in contravention again. However if the
car park user was causing an obstruction, then a penalty charge notice would
be issued. Car park users were also advised of the location of larger parking
bays.
A review of signage in car parks and signage when driving into the town
centres was already underway.
A list of the number and location of oversized parking spaces would be
provided to Members.

RESOLVED:
(a) That the contents of the report be noted;
(b) That a further report be brought back to the Committee at the appropriate time

to determine priorities on the future strategy of car parking in North Devon
including asset utilisation, signage, pricing and options for customers to pay
for parking usage.
72.

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

The Committee considered a report by the Sustainability and Climate Officer
(circulated previously) regarding the revised Environmental Policy.
Councillor Lofthouse, Lead Member for Climate Change presented the revised
Environmental Policy to the Committee.
RESOLVED that the revised Environmental Policy be endorsed.
73.

CONSULTATION ON THE POWERS OF THE POLICE AND CRIME
COMMISSIONER

The Chief Executive advised the Committee that the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government was carrying out consultation of the powers of
the Police and Crime Commissioner. A link to the consultation had been previously
circulated to the Committee. The Police and Crime Commissioner statutory powers
were similar to those powers given to Local Authorities’ prior to 2011 i.e. specific
powers set in legislation or directly incidental to powers and their functions. The
Government’s view was that these powers were too restrictive. Consultation was
being undertaken on two options:
(1) Police and Crime Commissioner to have a general power of competence
(same as Local Authorities’)
(2) Police and Crime Commissioner to have a wider functional power of
competence (similar to Fire Authorities’)
He advised that the consultation would end on 27 October 2021 and that Local
Authorities’ were being invited to submit a response. He recommended that the
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Council’s response to the consultation was to put forward that the Police and Crime
Commissioner have a wider functional power of competence as there was a need for
Local Authorities to continue to work as a partner. Other Local Authorities were also
supporting this option.
RESOLVED that the response to the consultation on the powers of the Police and
Crime Commissioner put forward that the Council strongly disagrees with the Police
and Crime Commissioner having a general power of competence.
Chair
The meeting ended at 10.26 am
NOTE: These minutes will be confirmed as a correct record at the next meeting of
the Committee.
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