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OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

(Held jointly with Torridge District Council’s External Overview and Scrutiny Committee) 
 
 
 

A special meeting of the above Committee will be held in the Committee Room at Riverbank 

House, Bideford on WEDNESDAY, 1
ST

 OCTOBER 2014 AT 10.00 A.M.  
 
 
 

Members of the Committee:  Councillor Biederman (Chairman)  
      Councillor Haywood (Vice-Chairman) 
      
Councillors Brown, Chesters, Clark, Gurney, Hockin, Lane, Lucas, Luggar, Moores, Tucker 
and White. 
   

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 
 
 

2. Items brought forward which in the opinion of the Chairman should be considered by 
the meeting as a matter of urgency. 

 
3. Declarations of Interests.  (Please complete the enclosed form or telephone Member 

Services to prepare a form for your signature before the meeting.  Interests must be re-
declared when the item is called, and Councillors must leave the room if necessary). 

 

4. To agree the agenda between Part 'A' and Part 'B' (Confidential Restricted Information). 
 

PART 'A' 
 

5. Water Quality In The Taw And Torridge Estuary And Potential Flooding Issues In 

the Taw And Torridge.  To receive a presentation from the Environment Agency and 
South West Water. Scoping Paper (attached). 

 

PART 'B' (Confidential Restricted Information) 
 

Nil. 
 

If you have any enquiries about this agenda, please contact Member Services, 

telephone 01271 388253/388254 
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North Devon Council protocol on recording/filming at Council meetings 
 
The Council is committed to openness and transparency in its decision-making. Recording is 
permitted at Council meetings that are open to the public. The Council understands that some 
members of the public attending its meetings may not wish to be recorded. The Chairman of 
the meeting will make sure any request not to be recorded is respected.  
 
The rules that the Council will apply are:  
 
 

1. The recording must be overt (clearly visible to anyone at the meeting) and must not 
disrupt proceedings. The Council will put signs up at any meeting where we know 
recording is taking place.  

 
2. The Chairman of the meeting has absolute discretion to stop or suspend recording if, in 

their opinion, continuing to do so would prejudice proceedings at the meeting or if the 
person recording is in breach of these rules.  

 
3. We will ask for recording to stop if the meeting goes into ‘part B’ where the public is 

excluded for confidentiality reasons. In such a case, the person filming should leave the 
room ensuring all recording equipment is switched off. 

 
4. Any member of the public has the right not to be recorded. We ensure that agendas for, 

and signage at, Council meetings make it clear that recording can take place – anyone 
not wishing to be recorded must advise the Chairman at the earliest opportunity.  

 
5. The recording should not be edited in a way that could lead to misinterpretation or 

misrepresentation of the proceedings or in a way that ridicules or shows a lack of 
respect for those in the recording. The Council would expect any recording in breach of 
these rules to be removed from public view.  

 

Notes for guidance: 
 
Please contact either our Member Services team or our Communications team in advance of 
the meeting you wish to record at so we can make all the necessary arrangements for you on 
the day.  
 

For more information contact the Member Services team on 01271 388254 or email 

memberservices@northdevon.gov.uk or the Communications Team on 01271 388278, 

email communications@northdevon.gov.uk. 
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OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 


SCOPING PAPER FOR [DISCHARGE INTO ESTUARIES] 
Date drafted: 19 September 2014 
 


1  Scope 
A brief description of the scope of the review to be undertaken and the objectives to 
be achieved. Also, for clarity identify areas that are outside the scope. 


NDC Overview and Scrutiny Committee at its meeting held on 8 May 2014 received 
a presentation from the North Devon Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Partnership (AONB) outlining its role to support local authorities in fulfilling their 
statutory duties.  The Committee resolved the following: - 
 
That a joint meeting with Members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
(External) from Torridge District Council be held with the Environment 
Agency, the North Devon Coast Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Partnership (AONB) and South West Water to discuss the discharge into the 
estuary at Instow beach together with the concerns of the local Parish 
Council regarding the control and monitoring mechanisms which were in 
place. 
  
Objectives of this review: 
 


o To receive a presentation from the EA and SWW regarding water quality in 
the Taw and Torridge Estuary and to discuss potential flooding issues in the 
Taw and Torridge (particularly owing to the increased residential 
developments in Torridge and North Devon). 


o An understanding of the causes of poor water quality in the estuaries.  
o Actions that may be taken to minimise agricultural run-off which may be 


contributing to poor water quality. 
o Minimising any adverse impact on the people and the economy of North 


Devon.  
 


2 Information requirements 
List below the initial information that is expected to be needed for the review. 


1. It is recognised that effluent quality from sewerage treatment works in 
monitored by the Environment Agency, can it confirm if the plant is complying 
with the discharge consent? 


2. Is it true that agriculture run-off is a large contributor to poor water quality than 
issues concerned with dog fouling? 


3. What is the situation with regard to requirements for additional Fisheries Local 
Advisory Group (FLAG) funding in order to develop oyster beds in the Instow 
area? 


4. Has AONB Taw River Improvement Project (TRIP) reached any conclusions in 
researching the cause of the problems with the water quality and higher levels 
of bacteria found in the estuaries? 
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5. The likely impact on: 


o the people of North Devon, including the wider social impact on the 
community 


o the economy of North Devon 
6. An assessment of how Councillors will be able to communicate the concerns of 


their constituents 
 


3 Witnesses and support  
List below any officers, Councillors or external partners required to provide evidence 
and support for the review. 


Environment Agency – Brett Grosvenor and Sarah Squires 
South West Water – Jay Harris (Waste Water Operations), Mark Beighton (Head of 
Supply & Demand) and Steve Rosser (Asset Management – Flooding). 
AONB –Elaine Hayes 
Biosphere Reserve – possibly 1 attending 
Taw and Torridge Estuary Forum – invited but unknown if attending 
Ashford Parish Council – 1 attending 
Instow Parish Council -  2 attending (Cllrs Harrison and Green) 
Weare Giffard Parish Council – invited but unknown if attending 
Environmental Health Officers – Andrew Millie and Dean Davies 
North Devon District Councillors - Chesters, Davis, Lucas, Moores and Spear. 
Devon County Councillor – Mrs. Chugg 
 


4 Quantified benefits expected 
The benefits you expect, expressed in measurable terms. 


Recommendation: - 
Increased understanding of the water quality issues. 
 


5 Key risks 
The key risks to the review. e.g. why the review might not be completed within the 
proposed timescales, or why it might not produce the benefits. 


None. 
 


6 Costs 
Reviews are undertaken within existing resources and therefore no additional costs 
are expected, but there might be an exception. 


No additional resources. 
 


7 Timescales  
A summary of the key dates for the review, and a target date for completion. 


Report to Overview and Scrutiny Committee on [insert date] 





