
 

North Devon Council 
Civic Centre 
Barnstaple 
North Devon   EX31 1EA 
 

M. Mansell, BSc (Hons), CPFA 

Chief Executive. 
 

 

 OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

A meeting of the above Committee will be held at the Castle Centre, Castle Street, Barnstaple 

on THURSDAY, 8
TH 

MAY 2014 AT 2.00 P.M.  
 
 

NOTE: Please note that the venue has changed for this meeting. 
 
 
 

Members of the Committee:  Councillor Biederman (Chairman)  
      Councillor Haywood (Vice-Chairman) 
      
Councillors Brown, Chesters, Clark, Gurney, Hockin, Lane, Lucas, Luggar, Moores, Tucker 
and White. 
   

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 
 

2. To approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 13
th

 March 2014 
(attached). 

 

3. Items brought forward which in the opinion of the Chairman should be considered by 
the meeting as a matter of urgency. 

 

4. Declarations of Interests.  (Please complete the enclosed form or telephone Member 
Services to prepare a form for your signature before the meeting.  Interests must be re-
declared when the item is called, and Councillors must leave the room if necessary). 

 

5. To agree the agenda between Part 'A' and Part 'B' (Confidential Restricted Information). 
 

PART 'A' 
 

6. Care Closer to Home. Presentation by a representative from the Clinical 
Commissioning Group. 

7. North Devon Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Joint presentation by the Chair 
and the Manager of the North Devon Coast Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Partnership. 

8. Establishment of a Crime and Disorder Sub-Committee. To consider the 
appointment of a Crime and Disorder Sub-Committee and membership for 2014/15. 
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9. Housing Strategy Task Team. Notes of the Task and Finish Group held on 13
th

 March 
2014 (attached). Head of Environmental Health and Housing Services to provide an 
update on the current position. 
 

10. Work Programme/Forward Plan. To consider the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
work programme/forward plan (attached). 

 

PART 'B' (Confidential Restricted Information) 
 

Nil. 
 

If you have any enquiries about this agenda, please contact Member Services, 

telephone 01271 388253/388254 
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North Devon Council protocol on recording/filming at Council meetings 
 
The Council is committed to openness and transparency in its decision-making. Recording is 
permitted at Council meetings that are open to the public. The Council understands that some 
members of the public attending its meetings may not wish to be recorded. The Chairman of 
the meeting will make sure any request not to be recorded is respected.  
 
The rules that the Council will apply are:  
 
 

1. The recording must be overt (clearly visible to anyone at the meeting) and must not 
disrupt proceedings. The Council will put signs up at any meeting where we know 
recording is taking place.  

 
2. The Chairman of the meeting has absolute discretion to stop or suspend recording if, in 

their opinion, continuing to do so would prejudice proceedings at the meeting or if the 
person recording is in breach of these rules.  

 
3. We will ask for recording to stop if the meeting goes into ‘part B’ where the public is 

excluded for confidentiality reasons. In such a case, the person filming should leave the 
room ensuring all recording equipment is switched off. 

 
4. Any member of the public has the right not to be recorded. We ensure that agendas for, 

and signage at, Council meetings make it clear that recording can take place – anyone 
not wishing to be recorded must advise the Chairman at the earliest opportunity.  

 
5. The recording should not be edited in a way that could lead to misinterpretation or 

misrepresentation of the proceedings or in a way that ridicules or shows a lack of 
respect for those in the recording. The Council would expect any recording in breach of 
these rules to be removed from public view.  

 

Notes for guidance: 
 
Please contact either our Member Services team or our Communications team in advance of 
the meeting you wish to record at so we can make all the necessary arrangements for you on 
the day.  
 

For more information contact the Member Services team on 01271 388254 or email 

memberservices@northdevon.gov.uk or the Communications Team on 01271 388278, 

email communications@northdevon.gov.uk. 
 





OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE HOUSING STRATEGY TASK 
TEAM 
 
11.00 am, 13th March 2014 
 


 
Attendees: Councillors Biederman, Chesters, Lane, Moores and Tucker. 
 
 Councillor Webber attended as the Lead Member for Housing. 
 
Officers: Jeremy Mann and Kelly Stanley. 
 
 


 


At its meeting on 9th January 2014 the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
established a Task Team to consider the Housing Strategy following the 
presentation of the Service Plan to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee in 
December 2013. 


The Task Team appointed Councillor Moores as the Chairman. 
 


The Task Team received a presentation from the Head of Environmental 
Health and Housing Services outlining the background information. He gave a 
presentation to the Executive setting out the position in relation to the 
proposals to move forward with the new strategy. 
 


The Task Team discussed the current position and was advised that it was no 
longer a legal requirement to have a Housing Strategy. The current economic 
climate in North Devon had seen a huge impact upon housing demand and 
the Council was trying to meet the needs of the locality with the limited 
resources that were available. 


 


The Task Team discussed the eight steps for needs assessment led planning, 
which were as follows: 


 


- What is the problem, who is it affecting? 


- How big is the issue, what is the nature of the problem? Consult. 


- What are the current services (are they targeted, effective, efficient?) 


- What interventions are possible? Consult. 


- What interventions are appropriate and cost-effective? Appraise. 


- What are the resource implications? 


- What are the recommendations? 


- What benefits can we expect? 







 


Outcomes: 


Upon receipt of the presentation, the Task Team agreed the following: 
 


1. To establish Terms of Reference, with a view of what the Task Team 
wanted to achieve. 


2. That a time table be developed around the eight steps for needs 
assessment led planning and agreed with the Head of Environmental 
Health and Housing Services together with the Leader and Lead Member 
for Housing. 


3. That a programme of meetings be developed to ensure that the time table 
for implementation remained on track. 


4. To ensure that all issues were addressed and resolved in terms of the 
Housing Strategy. 


5. That the final strategy was robust and fully tested and completed by 
quarter one into quarter two of the next financial year. 


 


Actions: 


 


1. That the presentations together with the Needs Assessment, which was 
commissioned by Ian Higgins be emailed Members to allow for comments 
and discussion at the next meeting. 


2. That the Housing and Health presentation be looked at the next meeting 
and compared against the eight objectives first challenge to agree this 
and the situation that we are faced with. 


3. That a planned work programme developed by the Head of Environmental 
Health and Housing Services and circulated to the Members of the Task 
Team. 


4. That the final Housing Strategy be presented to the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee for comment prior to its submission to the Executive. 
 


5. That all future meetings of Task Teams be arranged on the same day as 
meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee to ensure that 
Members aren’t being called in for extra meetings unnecessarily.  


 


 


 


 


Meeting: 12.14pm. 








Committee Work programme North Devon Council


13-Feb-14 13-Mar-14 8-May-14 20-May-14 12-Jun-14 10-Jul-14 14-Aug-14 11-Sep-14 16-Oct-14 13-Nov-14 4-Dec-14 15-Jan-15 12-Feb-15 12-Mar-15


Overview & Scrutiny Committee


Work Programme


Medium Term Financial Strategy


Budget


Performance and Financial Management


Treasury Management Annual Report


Treasury Management Mid-year Report


Treasury Management Annual Strategy


Reports of Task and Finish Groups Housing Strategy CCTV
 Review pre-app. 


charges


Amalgamation of Court Services 


Future of Community and Cottage Hospitals


CCG Care Closer to Home Care Closer to Home


Reductions in DCC services


Area of Outstanding Beauty AONB


Police & Crime Commissioner


Crime & Disorder Sub-Committee


Community Safety Partnership


Virtual Court Link 


ASB, Crime & Policing Bill
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